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According to the Climate Prediction Center of the 

National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration, 

there is a greater than 95 percent chance of a strong 

El Niño lasting throughout the 2015/16 winter sea-

son, which typically brings with it sustained peri-

ods of heavy rainfall. 

The City of Bell has created the following pam-

phlet to guide the community on how to prepare for 

the impacts of El Niño. 

Resources 
American Red Cross  
http://www.redcross.org 

County of LA -- Office of Emergency Management 
http://lacoa.org 

County of LA -- Department of Public Works  
http://dpw.lacounty.gov 

County of LA -- Department of Public Works Coor-
dinated Agency Recovery Effort (CARE)  
http://www.dpw.lacounty.gov/care/ 

County of LA -- Fire Department  
http://fire.lacounty.gov 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)  
https://www.floodsmart.gov 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security Federal  
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)  
http://www.fema.gov 



 Emergency Plan 

Prepare an emergency plan and build a disaster 
supply kit. This El Niño season is predicted to 
bring periods of long, recurrent storms that may 
make it difficult to run your everyday errands.  
So make sure you have an emergency supply kit 
on hand so you don’t have to leave home during 
a storm to replenish your supplies. 

An emergency supply kit should include the fol-
lowing items: 

Checklist for Property Preparedness 

Yard Clean-Up: Make a general inspection of your 
entire yard area for yard debris, outdoor furniture or 
other objects that could be blown by storm winds.   
Securing loose items to the ground or removing and 
storing them indoors may prevent having to collect 
these items from your roof or from your neighbors’ 
yards. 

Drains and Gutters: Make sure all drains and gut-
ters are cleared of debris and are functioning properly 
before the storm season. If buildings do not have gut-
ters and drains, consider having them installed. 

Roofs: Inspect your roof (or hire a roofing contractor) 
to check for loose tiles, loose shingles, or to look for 
holes or other signs of trouble that indicate your roof 
may need immediate repair. 

Bare Ground: Make sure your yard does not have 
large bare areas which may be a source for mudflows 
during a storm event.  Put down mulch and establish 
many native plants to vegetate these bare areas before 
the storm season. 

Storm Drains: Visually inspect nearby storm drains 
during storm events; if obstructed, request that the 
City’s Public Works Department clear the obstruction, 
by calling (323) 588-6211. 

Tree Trimming: Trim trees and landscaping as 
needed to ensure that branches and limbs are clear of 
your structure; driveway and overhead power lines 
(Contact the power company -- Southern California 
Edison at 1-800-611-1911 to trim trees that have 
grown over or around power lines on your property). 

Vehicles: In California our cars are like a second 
home. So make sure you check windshield wipers, 
tires and brake pads. And it’s a good idea to have sup-
plies like a blanket, good shoes, snacks and water in 
the car in case an emergency keeps you in your car 
longer than expected.  

 

 

Safety Tips 

Avoid visiting flood control channels during severe 
storm events. Even though the flood control chan-
nels, along with their tributaries are designed to han-
dle large volumes of storm water runoff, water may 
suddenly overflow their banks during severe rain 
storms that occur over an extended period. 

If you see a flooded roadway, remember: Turn 
Around, Don’t Drown!!  
It only takes 6 inches of moving water to knock an 
adult off their feet. 1 foot of water can disable a vehi-
cle, and 2 feet of water can float an SUV. 

Storm Weather Safety Tips:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjzpXVRB2nw 

Register your cell phone, email, and/or office number 
with the City’s emergency alert system (Nixle) by 
visiting http://www.nixle.com   
By registering, you will receive timely information 
regarding emergency notices in the manner you de-
sire. 

Sign up with Alert LA to receive emergency notifica-
tions from the County of Los Angeles by visiting:  
http://portal.lacounty.gov/wps/portal/alertla 

* Food and water to last you, your family and pets 

for 72 hours.  

* First aid kit  

* Medications (over-the-counter and prescription)  

* Flashlights (and extra batteries) 

* Tools (wrench, duct tape, sturdy gloves) 

* Radio (and extra batteries) 

* Cash and important documents 

You can find most things you’d want in an emergen-
cy supply kit around your home. So take a minute to 
gather them together and store them in a safe place 
where they will be ready for any emergency. 

 

Contact your elderly neighbors to see if they need 
any assistance with their El Niño preparations. 

 

The City’s Community Emergency Response  Team  
(CERT)  members  are  trained  to  provide  assis-
tance  to  the community during a disaster. Consider 
registering with CERT to learn more about disaster 
preparedness, first aid skills and to be trained as a 
responder for your neighborhood. 
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